
Ladera Heights Civic Association Membership
LHCA is able to serve the community because of the financial support provided by residents as well

as the efforts of volunteers. If you are not a member now, please join your neighbors who contribute a
little to support the neighborhood. Membership for 2020 is only $25.  A pre-printed envelope for 2020
is enclosed with this newsletter.  Have you been meaning to send us a check but never get around to it?
Just hop online and pay digitally and this is how:

Go To www.laderaheights.org and click on “Become a Member”. *Enter your email and password
to create your personal account* It’s Safe, Secure, Simple & Private! No need to waste money, stamps,
checks, or time! After paying your $25 annual dues online you will receive a confirmation receipt via
email from Member Planet.

Porch Pirates
Porch Pirate is the name commonly used to describe one or more people that unlawfully enter a

property with the goal of stealing newly delivered packages from the doorstep of a private home before
the items have been secured.

Package thieves have become far too common.  More Americans are doing their shopping online
representing a significant percentage of retail sales in the United States according to the Department of
Commerce. But those packages, so often left out in the open upon delivery, are just too enticing to
thieves.

Although many people opt to be home during the day to receive important packages, others are not
able to do so.  News stories often prove that porch pirates may be there to nab packages within minutes
of arrival. Some have been known to follow delivery vehicles closely in order to snatch packages fresh
off the truck.

With the holiday season approaching soon, online shopping and home deliveries will definitely in-
crease in the coming weeks.  Along with all the tremendous upsides to ordering online, the downside is
things can be stolen.

Give serious consideration to using different options for your deliveries if no one will be home.
Usually there is a neighbor who works at home or is retired on every block. Ask your neighbor if it is
OK to have your package delivered to them, and then you can do something  nice for them in return. 
Or, have the package delivered to a relative or friend who would be home during the day.

Many people choose to have their packages delivered directly to their job.  Make sure that deliveries
are ok in your own work environment.  Be considerate of other employees – don’t  create additional
tasks for them to manage your packages. (receptionists, guards, etc.)

If your package is being delivered by Amazon, consider having them delivered to an Amazon Locker.
When the item is delivered, you’re sent an email with a six-digit code that unlocks the locker and you
have three days to pick it up. You can designate a local locker site that is convenient for you when
placing your order. Both UPS and FedEx offer similar services allowing packages to be held at a secure
location for pickup.  Their services can easily be accessed using their apps on your smartphone.

Someone recently commented it was the 3rd time a package had been stolen from their porch.  These
words are usually credited to the acclaimed genius Albert Einstein.  “Insanity is doing the same thing
over and over again, and expecting different results.”
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Message From The President
by David Oliver, LHCA President

Greetings Friends and Neighbors
of Ladera Heights. I’m not sure if
it’s just me but 2019 seems to have
just flown by. Some say that as we
age time goes by quicker, but I think
it has something to do with Tech-
nology and how quickly everything
moves, including but not limited to

information.
And then there are things that don’t move like they used

to….like traffic. Speaking of which, our local law enforce-
ment (Sheriff and CHP primarily in Ladera) have really
worked hard with the tools they have been given. They
are well aware of all of the “hot spots” in the mornings
and afternoons, but as the CHP Captain for our area men-
tioned a year ago, there are nearly three times the amount
of cars on the streets at rush hour than when the streets
were engineered to handle many years ago. As many of
you have stated, the mobile App, Waze has become one of
the major contributors to our woes. To this end, our LHCA
Traffic committee is and will continue to work with our
local Legislators to come up with solutions to mitigate the
problem. Your continued calls, emails, and letters to our
elected officials will certainly help our cause.

Speaking of elected officials, the 2020 Election (March
and possible runoff in November) will bring us a new
County Supervisor as Mark Ridley-Thomas will have
served the maximum two terms. There are currently eight
people running with a possible 9th who has indicated that
he will be running. On January 16th (save the date), Ladera
Heights Civic Association and UHAII will be co-sponsor-
ing a Candidates forum most likely at Knox Church. I en-
courage you to attend if you can. It is important that we
choose someone who will truly represent our communi-
ties.

Another topic that is near and dear to many has been the
ongoing struggle to keep our
La Cienega medians and emergency shoulders free of
weeds and debris. There are three different municipalities
that govern those medians, LA City, LA County and
Inglewood.

At the end of last year, the LHCA started a 501C-3
(Charitable Non Profit) with the plan to raise private funds
to help with the maintenance. To our delight, L.A. City
Council Member, Mike Bonin (with special thanks to his
Field Deputy, Matt Tecle), employed some creative think-

ing and have all but secured funding, through Measure W
funds that can be employed in a rainwater recapture project
This would culminate with our medians being landscaped
and most likely maintained for many years to come. We
are hopeful that this project will break ground second
quarter 2020.

There is other behind the scenes work in our Public
Safety group with possible LHCA sponsored CERT train-
ing, Earthquake, and other disaster preparedness classes
being offered by our County Fire officials. Our Commu-
nications Committee, the group that pulled together that
great “meet and greet” at the former Starbucks space a
year ago is working on something new.  Last but certainly
not least, our Schools and Education Committee who plays
a role in helping engage our community with our local
schools is also busy working behind the scenes.  Stay
tuned for more information to come

Then there is our committee of one, Ruth Lawrence who
for many years has generously given her time and exper-
tise in the compilation, production, and distribution of this
great newsletter…THANK YOU  Ruth, you are certainly
one of our “unsung heroes”.

In closing, I would like to encourage you to do at least
these three things:

1. JOIN (if you are not already a member). It’s
easy….just go to laderaheights.org

2. VOTE. Elections for 2020-21 Board will be taking
place in November/December. You must be a paid mem-
ber for 2019 to be eligible to vote

3. GET INVOLVED. Come to meetings, find out what
you enjoy and get involved.

Hope to see you soon!

Keeping Up Appearances:  Los Angeles
County Area-Specific
by Dorothy Harris, Chair, Beautification Committee

The occurrence of illegally parked vehicles or place-
ment of accessory structures like Pods has continued to
be a blight in our community, regardless of an ultimately
good purpose (upgrading of homes) they may serve to
facilitate.  Here is the legal basis for the notice or cita-
tion you can expect to receive if your situation fits these
County regulations.  I have italicized or bolded the ver-
biage to enhance clarity.

The County’s Department of Regional Planning, Zon-
ing Enforcement Section, is responsible for enforcing
continued on page five...
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The Panther Pops by Roy Rivas

As we enter the twilight of 2019, it is with great humil-
ity and gratitude that I thank the LHCA for the amazing
opportunity to contribute to the community with these few
words.  A strong, tightly-knit community has warmly em-
braced my family and I. My lovely wife is a native to our
area, while I came up in California’s Central Valley re-
gion. However, we both quickly learned to appreciate the
value of hard work and communal responsibility within
our individual childhoods, as well as the importance of
surrounding oneself with life-loving and like-minded in-
dividuals who will go to battle alongside you for the bet-
terment of the collective.

As a parent of young children at one of our local schools,
and a fervent believer that strong PTAs promote strong
schools, I realize the opportunities and challenges that are
present at our neighborhood schools.  I am equally re-
minded that in our community there are those individuals
who have been through trials and tribulations and thus are
there for their neighbors at the drop of a dime. Whether it
is it in the form of an encouraging phone call or getting
down in the trenches along with you to get the work done,
there are those who can lend a hand and those whom,
based on experience, will point you in the right direction.
This sentiment is one of the many reasons that we, at Frank
D. Parent Elementary, created the Panther Pops.

The Panther Pops is a group of dedicated fathers who
are committed to promoting a positive male presence on
campus in order to shore up our most precious resource -
our little ones. We encourage anyone of importance in our
children’s lives to get involved; fathers, grandfathers,
uncles, older brothers, or family friends who can help to
nurture the wellbeing and prosperity of all our students.
The Panther Pops bring together individuals with varied
life experience and practical knowledge. Attorneys, body-
building dads, grandfathers who have seen their children
and grandchildren go through the IUSD school system to
become positive contributing members of society. The
Panther Pops’ vision is to usher in a new wave of commu-
nity members who will continue the rich tradition that
Ladera Heights has long been known for.

We alongside our new principal, Marvin Lawton, en-
courage all of our community members to get involved in
any aspect possible at any of our community schools. The
opportunities are limitless as our schools have many edu-
cational and enrichment programs that can benefit from
community support. I know you have a full life, so you
may not be able to support us in this moment. Yet there is

a place for each of us to make a different. We have been
growing dual immersion programs (French and Spanish)
that would benefit from the mere presence of our commu-
nity members with language backgrounds to come and
read to the children. It is our belief that anyone in the
community can bring their talents, passion, and energy to
greatly impact the lives of the children. After all, the fu-
ture of our beloved community depends on the success of
all our little ones. Our community of Ladera Heights has
been and continues to be a beacon of cultural wealth with
a longstanding tradition of activism and passion for change.

Meet The New
Sheriff In Town

Ladera Heights extends a
warm welcome to our Ma-
rina del Rey Community
Relations Sergeant
Keyshanette Gipson.  Ser-
geant Gipson is a veteran of
the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department, with
over 20 years of law en-
forcement experience.  She
began her career in 1999 at
Twin Towers Correctional
Facility, where she worked extensively with the mentally
ill.  In 2007, she started her career in patrol at Marina del
Rey Station.  She primarily patrolled the areas of Ladera
Heights, View Park and Windsor Hills.  She also worked
as a station detective for seven years, where she investi-
gated a wide range of crimes, with a specialty in domestic
violence, elder abuse and fraud related cases.  

In 2016, she was promoted to the rank of sergeant and
assigned to Lomita Station, until returning to Marina del
Rey Station in 2017.  Sergeant Gipson has worked as a
field sergeant, watch sergeant, and watch commander at
both Lomita and Marina del Rey Stations.

Sergeant Gipson proudly holds an Associate of Arts De-
gree in Administration of Justice from East Los Angeles
College, which she obtained in 2018.   Sergeant Gipson
is a lifelong resident of Los Angeles County.  She enjoys
outdoor activities, sporting events and traveling with her
friends and  family.  Sergeant Gipson is excited about her
new assignment in community relations and looks forward
to working closely with members of the community.
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This year the Ladera Heights Civic Association’s Elec-
tion of Directors to fill 6 vacancies will again be con-
ducted by mail.  It is your duty and your privilege to
vote.

Who may vote?   Each member who have paid their
2019 dues by November 26, 2019 (the Record Date),
is eligible to vote.  Each household may vote one bal-
lot unless more than one person in the household has
paid separately for a membership. In that case each
paid member in the household will be sent a ballot to
vote.

When will the ballots be mailed?  On November
30, 2019, ballots, voting procedures, candidate infor-
mation, and return envelops will be mailed via 1st
class mail to each member of record.
Voting procedure: This year’s election will fill six (6)
vacancies on the Board of Directors.  That means each
member may vote for no more than 6 candidates.  Any
ballot with more than 6 votes cast will be invalid.  After
members have marked their votes on the ballot pro-
vided they will insert it into the return envelope; ap-
ply the required postage and deposit it in the US mail.
Or, if members wish to save the postage they may
insert their ballot into the return envelope and per-
sonally deliver it to the Sheriff’s Ladera Service Cen-
ter at the address provided on the return envelope.

Voting Deadline:  All ballots must be received by
the LHCA by 5 p.m. on December 16, 2019.  Any
ballots received after the deadline will be discarded.

When will ballots be counted?  The Inspector of
Elections will count the ballots on December 18, 2019
at the Sheriff’s Ladera Service Center office located
at 5357 W. Centinela Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90045.
Anyone who wishes to observe the counting of the
ballots is welcome to attend.

Certifying the election results:  The Inspector of Elec-
tions will certify the results of the elections.  The Certi-
fication will be posted on the laderaheights.org website
on or before December 21, 2019 with copies provided
to the candidates, members of the Board of Directors,
and the email sent to    residents@laderaheights.org.

Don’t forget to vote:  When the time comes please
take a few minutes to vote your ballot and return it in
the envelope that will be provided.  A democratic pro-
cess must be exercised if it is to be preserved.

2019 LHCA Slate of Candidates
for (2020-2021 Term)

Ran Craycraft Brian Hale, Sr.
Stewart L. Gilbert John McWhirter
Sandra Goldsmith Florence Ochi
Miles Paschal Griffith James Blake Wilson, Jr.

One of the ways that your membership dues help the com-
munity is through donations made by the Ladera Heights
Civic Association to local schools and organizations.  At
the monthly membership meeting on October 17, 2019
Director Ronni Cooper, on behalf of the Board, presented
monetary donations to:  Roy Rivas, Frank D. Parent PTA;
Alicia Thompson, AYSO Soccer; Tony Rice, Ladera Little
League; Karina Escobedo, LaTijera PTA; Barbara Feiga,
Alma Fowlkes, Senior Center; and Cheryl Cook, Barbara
Fasiska, Ladera Pet Project.

Important Information for LHCA Members
Notice of Member Rights and Voting Procedures

VOTE!
2019 Election of Directors for 2020-2021 Term

LHCA Gives Back to the Community
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...Keeping Up Appearances continued from page two
the planning and zoning code, Title 22, applicable to pri-
vate property throughout the unincorporated Los Angeles
County, which includes most of Ladera Heights and some of
“original Ladera”. When notified of potential zoning code
violations, a member of the County’s enforcement team, per-
sonally inspects, documents, and provides notices to the resi-
dent or homeowner respon Benefits of Zoning Enforcement
include:

•  Preservation of property values
•  Enhancement quality of the neighborhood
•  Maintaining the health, safety, and welfare of the com-

munity
According to the Zoning Enforcement team, the most com-

mon violations of the residential zoning code involve the
following:

•  Garage Conversions.  It is a violation, as well as danger-
ous, to convert either your garage or carport into living space
without approval from the Department of Regional Planning.

•  Single-Family Home Conversions.  The conversion of a
single-family residence into multiple units may not be per-
mitted if the property is not zoned for two-family or multi-
family units.

•  Home Based Business.  Permitted when the business is
subordinate and secondary to the home as an accessory use
in a residential neighborhood.  The following are not permit-
ted:

•  Operating any part of a home occupation in an acces-
sory structure intended for parking.

•  Displaying business signs.
•  Having more than one non-resident employee.

•  Junk and Salvage.  Storing old and second-hand materi-
als, irrelevant to the land use, is not permitted.  This includes
junk, trash, auto parts, appliances, furniture, building materi-
als, landscaping materials, used tires, etc.

•  Yard Sales and Garage Sales.  Yard/garage sales are
permitted ONLY:

1.  On designated Saturdays and Sundays which encom-
pass the last full weekend of each month (i.e. the last con-
secutive Saturday and Sunday).

2.  Additionally, up to 2 yard sales may be conductedon
a non-designated weekend per year, but only with prior reg-
istration with the Department of Regional Planning.

•  Inoperable Vehicle Storage is prohibited on private resi-
dential use properties. There are numerous vehicles parked
on Ladera properties with expired registration tags, flat tires
and/or other indications of inoperability.  They are not al-
lowed on residential driveways, front lawns, etc.

•  Except for parking of automobiles including pickup
trucks on a driveway, other conveyances cannot be parked
on any portion of a residential lot between the highway/
street and a structure (i.e. House, garage, carport.  Thus, the
following are not permitted to be parked on a driveway:
boats, commercial vehicles, motorhomes, RV’s, travel trail-
ers, or utility trailers.

•  Storage Pods (these are defined as accessory structures)
may not be parked/stored on public streets anywhere in
Ladera Heights. To park them on your lot, they are subject to:

1.  Setback requirements for required front, rear and
side yard areas, and

2.  Minimum building separation requirements, which
specify minimum distances between primary structures (your
home/garage) and other accessory structures (i.e. shed, ga-
zebo). Importantly, the placement of Pods may not encroach
on the required vehicle backup space nor render the re-
quired covered parking facilities inaccessible for the park-
ing or storage of vehicles. Thus, most properties in Ladera
Heights cannot legally accommodate a Pod in your drive-
way or elsewhere in front, and maybe not in back. Please
verify the requirements for your property with Planning staff
at the Field Office or the Land Development Coordinating
Center (LDCC) in the Downtown Regional Planning office
prior to placing any accessory structures on your property.

To report a possible code violation you can call 2-1-1, to
anonymously report, or choose to provide confidential con-
tact information, which can greatly assist with follow-up if
an investigation is initially inconclusive or the complaint is
unclear.  2-1-1 will create a ticket and route a complaint to
the appropriate County Department(s), where it will be as-
signed to an inspector for investigation.

Ladera Heights Civic Association’s mission is to promote
neighborliness, improve the quality of life and enhance prop-
erty values in the community.  We accomplish those goals
with the work of community volunteers and our partnership
with the dedicated employees of the County of Los Angeles.
Our strong support from the County is directly attributable to
the LHCA leadership’s ongoing communications with County
officials, starting with our County Supervisor, Mark Ridley
Thomas, and his very capable team, including representa-
tives of departments like the Department of Regional Plan-
ning and the Department of Public Works.

The portion of the Ladera Community in Inglewood and in
Los Angeles City may have slightly differing regulations,
please check with those respective jurisdictions if you have
questions regarding your situation.
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Emergency Numbers
• Call 911 to report any emergency.  If you live in

Ladera (LA City), when you call 911 tell the
operator that you live in the City of Los Angeles,
Reporting District 1469.

For non-emergency concerns, please call:
• Non-emergency Sheriff’s Department

1-310-482-6000
• Non-emergency LAPD 1-877-ASK-LAPD
• County Fire Department 1-310-677-1181
• City Fire Department 1-213-485-6205
• California Highway Patrol 1-310-642-3939

Ladera Heights Civic Association
• Message Line for Board of Directors and

Committee Chairpersons 1-424-256-5422.
• To start a Block Club call 1-424-256-5422 and

leave a message for Charlee Williams, Block
Club Chair

• Ladera Pet Project call Cheryl Cook, at
1-310-670-6352 (lost & found pets, micro-
chipping, licensing, flea control, etc.) 

• Website: laderaheights.org

Los Angeles City
• Los Angeles Department of Transportation

LA-DOT 1-310-575-8138 or mo.blorfroshan@lacity.org
• Los Angeles Department of Water & Power

(LADWP) 24-hour hotline 1-800-DIAL-DWP
(800-342-5397)

• LA City Animal Control 1-877-238-0092
• Request service on an LA City street dial 3-1-1.

Or go to: www:lacity.org/myla-311/myla-311-
servicerequest

Los Angeles County
• LA County Animal Care & Control

1-310-523-9566
Department of Public Works:

• Code Enforcement Section - 1-877-966-2633
• Building & Safety-Property Rehabilitation

1-877-966-2633

Frequently Requested Numbers

Save This Page

• Graffiti Hotline Call 1-800-675-4357 or
complete the form online at: http://
dpw.lacounty.gov/itd/dispatch/publicgraffiti/
index.cfm?action=report

• Hazardous Household or Electronic Waste
Disposal call 1-888-253-2652 or learn more
about how or where to dispose of Hazardous
Materials at:  http://dpw.lacounty.gov/epd/hhw/

• Mosquito Abatement Call 1-310-915-7370
• Whitefly Infestation Call 1-562-862-0517
• Tree Removal in the Public Right-of-Way

 1-310-348-6448
• Sidewalk Repair Call 1-310-348-6448

Department of Regional Planning:
• Zoning Enforcement 1-213-974-6453

California American Water
• 1-888-422-5264 for Emergencies & Customer

Service

Report Odors
• Call the AQMD 1-800-CUT-SMOG

(800-288-7604)

Shopping Cart Retrieval
• 1-800-252-4613

Southern California Edison
• 1-800-655-4555 for Customer Service and to

report inoperable street lights
• 1-800-611-1911 to report a power outage

Southern California Gas Company
• 1-800-427-2200 to report a gas leak or other

emergency

Universal Waste Systems, Inc.
• 1-800-404-4487 Trash collection hotline,

Monday-Thursday, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m

U.S. Post Office
• Crenshaw Station, 3894 Crenshaw Blvd., L.A. 90008,

1-323-295-3503
• LaTijera Station, 7381 La Tijera Blvd., L.A. 90045,

1-310-645-4618
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